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SUBJECTI 



1. DRV VICE FOREIGN MINISTER TACH ASKED SULLIVAN 
MARCH 5 FDR US ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING' A CONTINUING 
DRV PRESENCE IN SA IGON - AFTER EXPIRY'. OF' 60 DAY' PERIOD! 
PRESCRIBED FOR FOUR RARTY JO I NT’ M J LI T ARY COMM I SSI ON# 
CITING ARTICLE 1 10 1 B I OF ICCS PROTOCOL# THACK’ POINTED 1 
OUT NEED FOR' DRV LIAISON WITH ICCS AND! NOTED' THAT 
ARTICLE' CALLED! FOR SOCH LIAISON' TO BE ACCOMPLI SHED 
BY "LIAISON MISSIONS> 'OR OTHER' ADEQUATE MEANS 1 ’ ’• 


2» SULLIVAN REVIEWED NEGOTIATING HISTORY' OF ICCS' 
PROTOCOL' AND RECALLED' THAT US HAS: RESISTED' ANY' AR- 
RANGEMENT WHICH SPECIFIED THAT' LI AISON! MUST BE ; 
ACCOMPLISHED IN SAIGON* HE SAID THAT' US HAD ALWAYS' 
CONSIDERED LISISON IN: HANOI WOULD BE' MORE' EFFECTIVE:. 

HE TOLD THACH HE' HAD RECENTLY SPOKEN WTYH ; RALPH COLLII NS: 
OF CANADA# WHO' SA I D' THAT CANADI ANS ALSO PREFERRED HAND I 
AS LOCUS OF' LIAISON. 

3 • THACH' TOOK POSITION THAT' IT' WAS RESPONSIBILITY 
OF THE PARTIES TO THE! AGREEMENT# RATHER THAN THE' ICCS# 
TO DETERMINE WHERE! LIAISON 8H0ULD BE. SULLIVAN SAID 
IT WAS INDIVIDUAL RESPONS I BLI TY' OFf EACH PARTY, IN 
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DISCUSSION WITH I CCSi TO WORK OUT' SUCH! ARRANGEMENTS. 

HE POINTED OUT' THAT US* PRG*, AND' GVN H'AD' NO PROBLEMS: 
AND WOULD 1 WORK 1 OUT THEIR LiaiSON EFFECTIVELY* THERE- 
FORE;* DRV HAD; SOLE: PROBLEM ANO ! SHOULD WORK' OUT' ITS' 

OWN SOLUTION. 

4 • AFTER THACK; CONTINUED TO PRESS* FOR U9.' ASSISTANCE* 
SULLIVAN AGREED TO SEND THIS CABLE! TO SAIGON 1 * RAISING 
THE ISSUE* AND- URG I N0» P ARTI ES AT INTEREST' TO 1 DEVELOP! 
RAPID; SOLUTION. HE' POINTED OUT' THAT GVN WAS MAJOR' 
PARTY AT' INTEREST BECAUSE DRV IS PROPOSING' A LIAISON! 
MISSION ON SOIL 1 UNDER: GVN JURISDICTION:. HE' WOULD' 
THEREFORE ' ALERT GVN AS WELL AS' ICCS' TO' THE’ ISSUE'. 

5* COMMENT! WHILE IT IS PROBABLY TRUE THAT DRV- 
ICCS LIAISON IN SAIGON WOULD BE MORE LOGICAL! THAN 
IN HANOI* THERE ARE CLEARLY CERTAIN POLITICAL' FACTORS 
WHICH WEIGH AGAINST IT. MOREOVER'* THERE ARE ADVANTAGES 
IN WAVING ICCS PRESENCE IN' HANOI. DRV WILL' DOUBTLESS: 

F I GHT ; TOOTH AND NAIL TO STAY IN SAIGON', AND GVN MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE WILLING ACQUIESCED DEPARTMENT' MAY WISH' TO 
INSTRUCT EMBASSY SAIGON WITH RESPECT' TO ITS PRE- 
FERENCES. MY SUGGESTION WOULD' BE' TO PUSH' GVN* CANADA 
AND INDONESIA TOW ARDS: 'SOME: SORT OF'. COMPROM'I SE ! WHICH 
WOULD- PERMIT' BOTH DRV' OFFICE' IN SAIGON' AND' ICCS OFFICE 
IN HANOI. GVN AND ICCS HAVE GOOD' BARGA INI NG LEVERAGE' 
ON THIS- ONE' AND SHOULD CONSIDER CAREFULLY' HOW BEST' TO 
USE IT* 
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